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In remembrance of the 90th
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing i fi

A ceremony took placein the Jean Wanner Conference
Center on May 17th, conducted by members of the 90"
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing (SRW) and 90" Air
Refueling Squadron (ARS) Associations. SSGT Chuck
Hale of Lawrence, KS a former member of the 90" SRW
presented CAM Chairman Dick Trupp witha colorart print
commemorating the 90" Strategic Reconnaissance Wingand
its association with Forbes Air Force Base (AFB). . s o

Inthetop centerofthe print is: =

Jim Sterling presents Dick Trupp with

Dedicated to thosewho a model of a 90" ARS KC-97 tanker.

servedinthe
90™STRATEGIC RECONNAISSANCE WING
FORBES AIR FORCE BASE
TOPEKA, KANSAS
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Thisis flanked ontheleftbya Boeing KC-97 Stratotanker National Museum removes panels
and on theright byaBoeing B-29 Superfortressin flight, The ~ frem F-105D g
centerportionoftheprinthas arendition ofhangars on the flight Collecting the memories of veterans 4 & 5
line with a Boeing RB-47E Stratojet parked in front of the Simon Evening of Giving supports CAM
hangars. The former Base Operations hangaristo theright of
the RB-47. Inthelower centerofthe printisarendition of the
Main Gate to Forbes, circa 1950s. To the left of this is a Sale of engines adds to Museum coffers
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JimSterling ofLincoln, NE, a formermemberotthe 90" B
ARS, presented Dick with two scale models of a KC-97G Calendur o) Events .
Stratotanker. One is 1/72™ scale, the other 1/144% scale. Music to our ears §&9
After some refurbishment, the 1/72" scale KC-97 will go An update on our planes 10& 11

inside an exhibit caseatthe Forbes Field terminal. Thisexhibit

see 90th SRW, con't. on page 2 & 3

DAM crew supervises sewer excavation 12
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Chuck Hale
presents
Dick Trupp
with the
90" SRW
print.

20th SRW; con { fram page
was prepared several years ago by
CAM for the Metropolitan Topeka
Airport Authority. The exhibit has
modelsofthevarioustypesofmilitary
aircraft based at Forbes during its
history. The 1/144" scale KC-97
will goinsidethe Elton Rowleyexhibit
case as an example of the develop-
ment of the flying boom method of
refueling.

The 90" SRW arrived at Forbes
AFBinFebruaryand March 1951 as
the 90™ Bombardment Wing, Me-
dium, aunitofthe Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC). The Wingflew Boeing
B-29 Superfortresses. InJune 1952,
the Wing was re-designated the 90"
Strategic Reconnaissance Wing, and
its three squadrons, the 319", 320™,
and 3214, werere-designated as Stra-
tegic Reconnaissance Squadrons.

That same June, the 90" was
assigned to the 15" Air Force as a
replacement-training unit. In this ca-
pacity, the 90" trained replacement
B-29 combat crews for the Far East-
ern Air Force in Korea and B-29
bombardment crews for overseas
duty. In November 1952, the 90"
began training Far Eastern Air Force
reconnaissance replacements for
SAC.

On March 1, 1954, the 90™
received its first Boeing RB-47E
Stratojet aircraft, a sleek, all jet
bomber. Crews had entered RB-
47 training that February and by
December 15, 1954, the 90" was
dectared fully combat readyin the
RB-47.

In May 1955 the 90" made a
four-month deploymentto Alaska.
Duringthedeployment, in August,
the 90" received anew squadron,
the 90™ Air Refueling Squadron,
flying 20 Boeing KC-97G
Stratotankers.

Three years later, in May
1958, the 90" was given the mis-
sion of training crews for RB-47
and KC-97 aircraft while keeping
its operational readiness and re-
connaissance capability. Inearly
1960, the 90" SRW was deacti-
vated.

> e & >
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National Musem removes panels fromits loaner,
Republic F-105D Thunderchief

During the week of June 20-24, Mr. Mike
Douglass of the National Museum of the United
States Air Force (formerly called the Air Force Mu-
seum) worked onthe Republic F-105D Thunderchief
in our collection to make it safer for public and
memberviewing. MikeisaMuseum Radiation Safety
Officerand has worked in this capacity forsome 16
years. The purposeofhisvisitto CAM wastoremove
a number of panels from the F-105 that contained
radioactivematerial. The Thunderchiefis on loanto
CAM from the National Museum.

TheF-105 had skin panels and some mounting
bracketsmade ofaMagnesium-Thoriumalloy. They
wereinstalled inareas subjectto thehigh heat from the
engineand engineexhaust. The Mag-Thor panels—as
Mikereferred to them—have less creep (expansion)
thanaluminum panels. The Thoriuminthe Mag-Thor
alloy is a naturally radioactive element. Its atomic
weight is slightly less than Uranium 238, and it is
usually found combined with other minerals.

Ifsomeonehugged theMag-Thor panelsall day,
everyday forseveral months, they would probably get

aradiationburn ofsomekind. Butthereal dangerlay
withanunsuspecting curatoror volunteers sanding or
using scotch bright on a Mag-Thor panel and then
breathing in the dust. Mikedid not wear any special
protectiveequipment, but frequently washed hishands.
Hetold usthat on assignments where he has to work
withradiuminstrument dials, hedoes wear protective
gloves, uses a HEPA vacuum cleaner, and wears a
photosensitivebadge. Healsosaid theradiumdials
areten times moreactiveradiation emitters than the
Mag-Thor panels.

Ittook Mike fourand one-halfdaysto complete
hiswork. Hehad alarge pickup truck and abouta 20
footenclosed trailer containing everythingheneeded
toremovethepanelsand brackets. Havingour F-105
in a hangar, with lights and electricity and other
amenities, made his task much easier. Heis outfitted
towork onaplaneinthemiddleofafield.ifnecessary,
and said he has had more than a few of those jobs.

Once heloaded the removed panels and brack-
ets into the trailer, Mike left us 13 fiberglass-cast
panels to install on the F-105. We will have to
fabricate several others. From Topeka,
hewastoreturnto Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base. Once there, he would be
monitored for anyradiation doses. He
also undergoes amore thorough exami-
nation ona quarterlybasis. He laughed
about when he first volunteered for this
typeoffieldwork, saying he did not pick
uprightawaythatnoneofthe veteransin
the shop wereraising theirhands. Buthe
isstill doing thisservice 16 years later.

. o >

Mike Douglass removing a panel from
the F-105 Thunderchief.
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Collecting the memories of our veterans

CAMmembers learnabout
The Veterans History Project

Ms. Gale Beal ofthe Veterans History Project
was our guest speaker for the August Membership
Luncheon. She spoke to us about the Veterans
History Project and its purpose and importance to
future generations of Americans. The project is a
collection primarilyoforal histories from veterans of
allbranchesof serviceand time periods of their stories
and experiences. Itisanational effortbythe Library
of Congress that will become part of the Library of
Congress/American Folklife Center National Veter-
ans History Collection.

Galehasbeen working onthisprojectin Kansas
for some two and one-half years after working 30
years for Southwestern Bell. Shetoldusaninterview
isrecorded on a 90-minute video tape. The veteran
gets an unedited VHS tape, and an unedited digital
copy goes to the Library of Congress. There is no
chargeto the veteran for his or hertape, and anything
said in the interview is private. Gale did say that
veterans can signawaiverto allow theirinterviews to
be shared with others.

Gale said there are two teams working at the
Volunteer Services, Colmery-O’Neil VA Medical
Center in Topeka, recording the interviews. One
team of two gentlemenis atthe VA on Wednesdays,
and Gale and another gentleman are there on Tues-
days and Thursdays. The current emphasis is on
getting thestoriesof ourolder veterans, those whosstill
survive from World War I, and veterans of World
War Iland Korea. But veterans of Vietnam and the
GulfWars are also interviewed.

The interviews can produce some surprising
results. Galerelated what cameabout frominterview-
ing two area men about their experiences during
World War II. Both veterans allowed theuse of their
stories.

One veteran, Bill McCoy, served inabattalion
of Sherman tanks in France and Germany. His
battalion landed in Southern France in August 1944,

advanced all the way up France and then into Ger-
many. Duringtheiradvanceinto Germany, thebattal-
ionliberated a Prisoner of War Camp at Moosburg,
about 30 milesnortheastof Munich, Germany. When
Mr. McCoy got to the part of his interview about
liberating thePOW camp at Moosburg, some alarms
went offin the heads of the interviewers. Theyhad
heard this storybefore, and nottoo long before.

Later, theinterviewers discussed the Moosburg
POW camp andits liberation,and wentback through
theirrecords. They found they had heard this story
aboutthreemonthsearlier, when theyinterviewed Mr.
Harold Lusk. Whatput suchaninterestingslanton
Mr. Lusk’s story was thathehad beena POW inthe
camp whenitwasliberated.

Harold Lusk was atail gunneronaBoeing B-17
FlyingFortress. His aircraft was shot down on May
8,1943, onhis 13™mission. Hewasinitiallyinterned
at Luft Camp 7A. In December 1944 and January
1945, US forces liberated some of the northem
Germany POW camps, so the Germans moved Mr.
Lusk and the other prisoners of Luft Camp 7A to
southem Germany. Partofthemovement wasin cattle
cars, followed by an 87-day forced march. They
eventuallyarrived at Moosburg, Inhisinterview, Mr.
Luskrelated howadivision of US tankshad liberated .
the camp.

Theinterviewersimmediately contacted thetwo
veterans, and about three days after Mr. McCoyhad
givenhisinterview thetwo menmet for the firsttime,
59 years after events had taken placeat a POW camp
inMoosburg, Germany. Whiletheytalked and shared
stories, Messrs. McCoy and Lusk found they had
been born about 30 miles apart, their wives went to
high school together, and theylived about 30 miles
apart after the war.

This storywas published in 7he Topeka Capi-
tal-Journal on Veteran’s Day in 2004. After the
article came out, a third man from the Topeka area
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contacted the project members and told
them he, too, had been a prisoner at
Moosburg. He later met with Messrs.
McCoy and Lusk.

Gale told us her participation in the
Veterans History Project has been very
rewarding and at times veryemotional. She
stressed to theaudience theimportance of
the project and asked that veterans among
ourmembers please contact herorthe VA
officeand schedule atimeto givean inter-
view. Gale passed out a brochure on the Gale Beal talks to us about the
Veterans History Project,and ahandout of Veterans History Project.
questionsthat mayhelp a veteran chronicle
his or her story. =

Forthoseof ourreaders who want to participatein
this project, either with your stories or as a gatherer of
stories, the following contacts are available. For the
Topeka/Eastern Kansas Area, you can call forinforma-
tionat(785)271-4499 ormakeanappointmentat(785)
350-4323. Onthenational level, you can getin contact
bywritingto:

Veterans History Project

Libraryof Congress

AmericanFolklife Center

101 Independence Avenue S.E.

Washington, D.C. 20540-4615

visitits websiteat http://www.loc.gov/

folklife/vets/

e-mail at vohp@loc.gov

call atoll-freenumberat 1-888-371-5848

or Fax to 1-202-252-2046.

The personal memories and experiences shared
by veterans through the oral history project are some-
thingthatno school textbook can everapproach. These
oral histories become, literally, voices from the past.

> > 2
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Simon Evening of Giving
Yourtickets support CAM

For the third year, CAM will be selling tickets to West Ridge Mall’s Simon
Evening of Giving, beingheld Sunday, November 21,2005, from 6:30P.M.to 10
P.M.. This eventis aspecial, private evening of shopping for those who hold tickets,
alongwith prize drawings and entertainment. Itisalso oureasiest fund raiser. All you
haveto do is purchase a ticket from us, or better yet, sell tickets to your family and
friends. Foreach$10ticketsold, weareabletokeep $7 with theremaining $3 going
tothe Simon Youth Foundation.

Tickets will be available for purchasein the Gift Shop after the
Member’s Luncheon on Monday, October 10* and up until Friday,
November 19, Lastyear wegained $375 fromourticketsales. Let’s

Visitors dobetterin2005. Ifyouhaveany questions, please call Jane at 785-
: 862-3303. 2
During July g
the Museum had
1,276 visitors
from 36 states
and
Australia
gm Sale ofengines adds revenue
Germany totheMuseum's coffers
Great Britain ) )
Ttaly In August CAM sold two aircraft engines that wereexcess to
Sweden ourneeds. Theresultantsaleplaced $10,000into an interest-bearing
Switzerland account forthe Museum. Dave Houser got the processrollingin
early July by researching potential buyers for two R-985 radial
. enginesinHangar 604. Heinitiated contact with possiblebuyersand
Dmxg;\:dgust ‘ gotsomeresponses bymid-July. Asofferscamein, Dave gavethis
861 visitors informationto the office. Inlate JulyMuseum Curator Danny San

Romani sentphotos ofthe engines and copies of what paperwork

from 37dstates 2 we had for each engine to two prospects who were close to each

c an d other’s offered prices. This may have helped, as each prospect

anaca upped theirrespective offer. Dick Trupp then entered into negotia-
Czech Republic .

P tions, and by August4, the engines were sold to Chester Roberts
Denmark Supply, Incorporatedin Collinsville, Texas. Two weekslater, the
Germany engines wereloaded on a flatbed trailer and on their way south. =

Netherlands
New Zealand
Northern Ireland
Ukraine
g g »




First Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk Draws 36 Participants

CAM held its inaugural Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk on September 24. Thirty-six runners
and walkers toed the starting line near the Corporal missile before Gene Howerter gave the
command sending them on a five kilometer (3.1 mile) loop around Forbes Field streets. Gene was
the race coordinator with Jane Weinmann performing a myriad of pre-race administrative tasks.

Member Jim Menge introduced the idea of a fun run early in the year and with Gene and
Dick Trupp formed an ad hoc race committee. From there came several months of learning how to
put on a run/walk event. All the things that can affect a runner — false starts, stumbling out of the
blocks, scraped knees played a part in getting this event off the ground. But get off the ground it
did, and when the final walker crossed the finish line, Gene and some 15 other CAM volunteers who
worked that morning knew it was a successful first effort.

Besides our CAM volunteers, we had 16 Air Force Junior ROTC cadets from Highland
Park High School helping as course marshals and a group of volunteers from the Sports Car Club
of America World Headquarters ran a water stand on the course backstretch. Members of
Topeka’s Sunflower Striders running club operated a large digital race clock and compiled timing
results at the start/finish line. David Stremming, president of Metropolitan Topeka Airport
Authority gave us approval to run the event at Forbes Field and provided MTAA security police at
the busier intersections on the Field. The 8 AM start time on a Saturday mormng fortunately meant
there was not much traffic on the streets.

Frank Piraino and Sandy Collins were the Top Gun finishers, being first overall among the
men and ladies. Piraino completed the course in 19 minutes 9 seconds (19:09) and Collins finished
in 23:28. Other results were:

Male Female
Ages 15-19  Devon Klingbeil (30:06) Ashley Vaness (24:00)
Ages 20-24  Tristan Collins (20:44)
Ages 25-29  Cory Jones (21:34)
Ages 30-34  Matthew Boyd (30:50) ~ Shanna Johnson (24:37)
Ages 35-39  Steve Wathke (20:58)
Paul Garner (23:24)
Jared Maag (23:44)
Ages 40-44  Hunter Munns (19:34) Cheryl Haefele (25:47)
Mike Meteveir (20:49) Katie Thompson (31:18)
Kevin Collins (22:54) Marti Gonzales (39:36)

Ages 45-49
Ages 50-54

Dan Rethman (28:56)
Ron Fay (38:58)

Mike Thompson (28:13)
Joe Wagenbalst (19:28)
Gary Pratt (19:57)
Mike Butler (27:19)
Larry McGarn (35:43)

Norma Weiser (27:16)
Vickie Rogers (28:55)
Linda McGurn (35:43)



Ages 55-59  John Stambaugh (24:19) Claire Phillips (31:24)
Gordon Rostvold (25:17)

Jerry Lonergan (27:38)
Ages 60-64  Ken Jessop (23:27)
Jim Leighton (27:29)
Ages 65-69  Russ Willis (33:12) Marlene Urban (45:38)

80 & Over  Bill Briery (52:36)

As final finisher, our own Bill Briery received the Tail Gunner Award, including his first
place age group medal and sponsor gifts. As Bill passed the course marshals, the JROTC cadets
joined him on the course. As he approached the finish line, all 16 cadets were in formation marching
and singing a cadence count. The overall first place finishers for the men and ladies also received
sponsor gifts in addition to their medals.

Thirty-two businesses, organizations, and individuals sponsored the race, either with $100
cash contributions or in kind donations. For their support of the event, the sponsors were listed on
the back of a T-shirt created for the run/walk. Zona Hudkins of Zona’s Engraved Creations, Inc.
designed the shirt with input from Gene Howerter — with suggestions from Stu Entz, Jane
Weinmann, and Danny San Romani. The main design on the front was a running shoe with a pair of
aircraft wings attached. The shoe and wording on the shirt were in bright colors. The back of the
shirt had the CAM winged logo and list of sponsors.

Marked by success in its inaugural running, we plan to do the event again next year. When
Gene announced this at the awards ceremony, a round of applause came from the appreciative
participants. We have places to improve in the preparation and running of the event, but the first
time jitters are now over, and we look forward to a bigger and better event next September.
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New
Supporters —
The Burlison Family Make planstoattend
Michaeéﬁ& i’aff}’ Alyssa, theMembership Luncheon
Mark Hasvold October10th
Max Lorentzen Our speakers forthe October 10 Membership
i Luncheon willbemembers DaveMurray and Tad
S’?Ue "egﬂg'gs Pritchett. Dave has recently been overseas and
D a{) fn d toured World WarI battlesitesineastem France. He
Bob &°J ) dyxgm and Tad will betalkingabouthis visitsto thesesites.
..).
Rodney & Martha Duerksen * >
Norm Edee
Iris Gonzalez &
Make, Evan, & Danny Cluff
Carl & Debbie
Maichel & Megan Mercer —— —
Ted & Lovise Marin - October/November
Tonda Moburphy. Hufl -+ :CalendarofEvents '
Gregg Mosser October
The Rundel Family ~ Monday, October 10
Chris, Claris, & Adam Membership Luncheon
.Jean Wanner Education
o S o © - Conference Center
. 11:30AM
Dave Murray and Tad Pritchett
are our guest speakers.
. ~ Theywill talk about the
Jointhe ' World War I battle sites
. in eastern France.
CombatAirMuseum!
. November
Yourmembership There isno Membership
Luncheon in November.
and support Thenextluncheon
i is Monday,
are important to us. R
> 9 >
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During July and August work was done to
improve the background music system played
through loudspeakersin the hangars. Forseveral
years, themusic was played from a compact disc
playerthrough theinternal telephone system and
through speakers in the hangar bays of 602 and
604. These same speakers werealso used forthe
publicaddress system. Inearly July, ourinternal
phonesystem wasupgraded. We couldstill play
music, but there was an impedance difference
between thesystem’s capability and thedisc player
that wasreally not compatible for the way we had
things wired in from the discplayer. Onesolution
was to buy another disc player that had an ear-
phone jack and to run a patch cord from it to the
phone system. Wechose another, less expensive
option. : - ;'

Danny San Romani discussed the problem
with Bob Crapser, and pointed out we had an
abandoned speaker system that operated separate
fromthephonesystem. Theabandoned systemstill
worked, because when lightning strikes knocked
out the phones, we hooked up an amplifier and
microphoneto the system so we could still make
announcementsinthe hangars.

From there, Bob and Danny began tracing
speaker cables fortheold speakersystem, finding
otherabandoned cables alongthe way. Oncethey
determined how and wheretheold systemran, Bob
checked out the cables and old speakers to see if
they were still good. Everything worked, buthe
found the runs of speaker cables were often patch-
worked pieces.

Music fo ourears ---

Bob found an unused spool of cable in 604
and someterminal strips that would beneeded to
redo the old system. He then created a layout of
cablerunsand speakerlocations on his computer,
and soon wehad a plan toredo the music system.
Bobfirstrelocated thetwo speakers in Hangar 604
so they would give better coverage in the hangar
bay. Thespeakerin 602 was leftalone, aswasan
outdoor speaker on the southeast corner of the
hangar.

Asthework started, San Romani mentioned
that the Education Conference Room had been
built with ceilingspeakers, and that cableshad been
runtotheutility closet ofthe Conference Room for
the purpose ofinstallingan amplifier/microphone
system. Loyd Ellison had even built a cage to
mount the equipment in, but theinstallation was
nevercompleted. So, Bobtook alook atthat and
incorporated itinto the plan.

Wedecided to run everything from the cage
in the utility closet. The room and access were
there, and the equipment could be packaged into
oneplace. Oncetheplan and materials wereready,
webegan pulling old speaker cable outand install-
ingnew cable. Don Dawson joined inas weran
cablebehind and above walls and office spacesto
thespeakersin 602 and ran cable from 604 to 602.
Wechecked the wiringrun for the speakeron the
outside of 602, found it to be in good shape, and
justconnected itinto the new setup. Hangar 602
was pretty easy, and the work there confirmed our
cable runs down to the cage would work.

We appreciate your support of
the Combat Air Museum
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Setting up a new sound system in the Museum

The cablerunsinside and from Hangar 604
wereabitmore challenging, but Bob, Danny, and
Don got them done without any great problems.
As Bob commented during the installation, the
cable had a mind of its own. Ifit could snag on
anything, itdid.

An amplifier and the disc player were in-
stalled intheutilityroom cage, plugged in, turnedon
and we had music. We experimented with the
volume control settings and found wehave more
volume than we will

Conference Room speakers, and throughthe one
outdoorspeaker. Then, when wehavemeetingsin
the Conference Room we can turn on the second
amplifier,move aswitch ontheswitchingpanel to
microphone mode, and a guest speaker canusea
hand held orlapel microphone. Hisorherremarks
come through the speakers in the Conference
Room, whilemusicstill plays throughthe speaker’s

inthe hangarbays and outdoors.
As a cleanup part of the new installation,
Danny and Zak Amos

ever need. Bob then spent a couple of Satur-
lookedathowhecould “The cable had a mind day mornings removing
1) pipethehangarmu- of its own. abandoned speaker/tele-
sicoverthespeakersin 1 i phone cable found during
the Conference Room If it could snag the project. One Satur-

and 2) make micro-
phones work in the
Conference Room

on anything,
it 'did.

day was spent in hangar
602, thenext Saturday was
in Hangar 604. They re-

while not interfering
with the musicin the hangars. When we did not
havehimmovingairplanes aroundinthe hangars,
Bob worked on thistask. Wehad two amplifiers,
one fortheold speakersystem, and one purchased
for the Conference Room not long after it was
constructed. Theseand aswitchingpanel wereall
Bobneeded. Hebuilt and installed the switching
panel in the cage, then built a shelfforthe second
amplifierandinstalledit. Thenhedid somemagical
stuff withthe wiring, and it all worked out.
Withthissetup, background music normally
playsthroughthe hangarbay speakers, through the

moved five abandoned
cables, about 50 feet of abandoned electrical con-
duit, and one abandoned electrical cable from
Hangar 604 alone. After two Saturday’s work,
theyhad accumulated a good two hundred feet of
various cables and had tidied up the cablesstill in
use thatrun through the hangars.

Thebestaspect ofthis projectis that very little
moneywasspentonaccomplishingthisinstallation,
and the few items that were purchased were do-
nated. Virtuallyeverythingneeded was already at
the Museum, inone placeor another.

> » >

Visit our website
www.combatairmuseum.org
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Gary Naylorworks on
the lower right rudder of the EC-121.

Here is a rundown on activity taking place with
aircraft in the collection. Dave Houser continues
making repairs and restoration to the fiberglass, steel,
and wood movie mock-up of a Bf-109G-10
Messerschmitt fighter. He has been working on the
mock-up for some three years. During the warmer
months, Dave works on the fuselage in the 604 hangar
bay, and during the colder months he is inside the
workshop working onassemblies that can be broughtin
there. Thisspring and summer, Dave worked primarily
onreshapingthenose ofthemock-up. Atsomepointin
time, ithad developed alarge dentinits fiberglass skin.
Daveexperimented withinternal bracingto bestremove
thedentand better align the nose section. Ittook a few
tries to develop asuitable structure, but Dave worked it
out and got the nose skin even. Jack Vaughn and
Dallas Gist gave Dave some assistance with this, but
Davedid mostofthe work. Hehasalsoappliedaprimer
coast of paint to the right side of the mock-up. Dick
Trupphashelped Dave withrefurbishing thewings, and
Don Dawson hasbeefed upsome weldsinthesteel wing
spars, but themain cosmetic repairsto these units have
been by Dave.

Earlier this spring, folks from Kansas Weights
and Measures and the Kansas Highway Patrol
broughtout truck scalesto weigh the components ofthe
Messerschmitt. Ted Nolde took the results of these
weights to determine the center of gravity forthe mock-

10

An update

up. Thisis theinitial step in a feasibility
study toseeifwe canhangthemock-upin
Hangar 602. Calculations will also be
doneto seeiftheoverhead structure of 602
will support the Messerschmitt.

A few volunteershavebeenputtingin
alotofelbow greaseonthe T-33. Itisnow
inside Hangar 604, roughly where the T-
28 sat. Acrew of folks hasbeen polishing
the natural metal finish of the jet trainer.
Martin Moyer, Gene Howerter, Dale
Allen and Jack Vaughn havebeen putting
intimeontheaircraft. Dave Houserand his
restoration crew had done the same thing to the SNB-3,
and Martin asked Dave foradviceon how best to tackle
the project.

Theefforthas truly changed the appearance ofthe
aircraft, and youreallynoticejusthow much by looking
atadjacent sections oftheplanethatare polished and not
polished. Thework isbeingdonebyhand to removethe
heavy layers of oxidation, and thena small power buffer
is eventually used to do the finish work.

Oncethepolishingis done, theaircraft’smarkings
willberepainted. Theyareofthe 13" Fighter Interceptor
Squadron (Air Defense Command) when the T-33 was
at Glasgow AFB. Montana. Theseare the markings it
carried whendropped from Air Forceinventoryin 1967.

Wealso havea pairoftip tanks being held forus by
the Montana Air National Guard in Great Falls, Mon-
tana. Last year we transferred a pair of F-89 Scorpion
main wheels to Great Falls for therestoration ofan F-89
they were doing. When asked ifthere was something
theycould do forus, Danny San Romaniasked ifthey
had any tip tanks fora T-33. They did not, but we got
acallacoupleofmonthsago. andapairoftanks arenow
in Great Falls for our pickup.

Now, wedo havea couple of nice T-33 tip tanks
inHangar 604. Theonly problemis. theyare both forthe
right wing, So,onceweacquirethepair from Great Falls,
we will pick thebest of three for the right wing and will
refurbish theremaining one for the left wing.
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on the planes in our collection

Duringthelatterpart of Augustlongtimemembers
Gary, Susan, Desiree, Patricia,and Rachel Naylor
came to Topeka to visit Gary’s folks Bill and Mary
Naylor (also longtime members). Gary wason leave
from Langley AFB, Virginia, whereheis assigned tothe
1% Aviation Maintenance Squadron. Leaveis military
parlance for “vacation,” but any time Gary shows up
around here, it is definitely a working vacation. This
summer was no different. Weput Garyto work onthe
rudders ofthe EC-121 SuperConstellation. The fabric
is deteriorating from the rudders, and starlings and
pigeonshaveturned theruddersinto condominiums. We
hopeto gettheruddersremoved from the Conniebefore
cold weather sets in so we can clean and preserve the
metalwork and applynew fabricto them.

Using an extension ladder and crew stand, Gary
worked several daysontherudders. Hefound few ofthe
fasteners were willing to release their hold on the big
rudders. Most ofthe screws, bolts and nuts that needed
to come out were pretty well corroded in place. But
Garydid getboth lowerrudders off, and ahorizontal fin
section that is between the lower and upper rudder
sections came off from theright hand tail assembly. All
three daughters helped Dad, climbingup and down the
extension ladder or up and down the crew stand with
tools and water, or coming into the hangar to get the
Curator out to the plane to look at a rudder section.

Before he had to return to Langley, Gary coated
fittingson theupperrudders withalubricating solvent to
helploosenthe grip of corrosion. Hopefullythis will help
freethe fasteners up, asitis still a goal to get the upper
rudders offbefore this winter.

Besides helping their dad, Desiree worked inthe
Gift Shop with her grandmother; and Patriciaand Rachel
didprojects for Jane Weinmann. Wealsounderstand
Desiree got some forklift time whilehelping herdad, but
shewill probably deny this.

The F-86H now has a much shorter profile. On
September 2, Robert Johnston, Ralph Knehans,
Don Dawson and Danny San Romani removed the
vertical fin and rear fuselage from the F-86. Abouta

week earlier, the horizontal stabilizer had been removed
fromtheempennage. Thiswork wasdoneso Robert can
take the assemblies to Wichita for preparation and
painting.

Robertis an AirNational Guardsman with the 1 84™
AirRefueling Wingat McConnell Air Force Base. He
has been with the 184" since it was the 184" Tactical
Fighter Group and flew F-4 Phantoms. In fact, Robert
painted the*“Wichita Lineman” artworkon thenose gear
doorofour F-4D when that aircraft flew withthe 184",
He has since worked on F-16s and B-1Bs, and now
works on KC-135s assigned to the 184th. Because of
hisdutystatus, histimein Topekaisquitelimited,and he
can getmore work done onthe F-86 by taking it pieces
atatimeto Wichita. Roberthasdeployedto Turkey and

: ‘South Americathis yéar, and willbe goingoverseasagain

before this year ends. So, the work he will bedoing is
goingto takesometime.

TheF-86 will begivenan overall silver-aluminum
paint scheme, then will havethemarkings thatthe 101
Fighter Interceptor/Tactical Fighter Squadron, Massa-
chusetts Air National Guard applied. This F-86 flew
withthe 101* from late 1957 tolate 1963. Themarkings
include green and whitenose bands with a green flash
comingoffthe bands and ashamrock onthenoseand on
the tail fin. MASS AIR GUARD was on the forward
fuselage underthe canopy. Someofthesemarkingsare
still visible ontheaircraft. Inthesemarkingsthe 1015 was
sometimes called the “Irish Air Force” or the “Irish
Guard.”

TheSaturdaymoming following the fuselage sepa-
ration, Danny San Romani and Zak Ames pulled straw
and grasses from the fuselage halvesand vertical fin from
years ofbirds' nests, and vacuumed an abundance ofbird
droppingandjustplaindirt from these assemblies. They
will also be cleaned with a power washer.

> > >
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The DAM crew (left to right: Amos Page, Martin Moyer, Dale Allen) show us their best sides
as they supervise the excavation of a sewer line outside Hangar 604.
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